	Date
	5th May 2026

	Time
	7pm

	Attendees
	Councillor (Cllr) Ann Clowes (Chair), Cllr Tania Foster (Vice Chair and joint Responsible Financial Officer), Cllr Gareth Baker, Cllr Jamie Davies, Cllr Colette Francis, Cllr Phil Housley, Cllr Christine Pemberton, Cllr Joyce Tomlinson.

Cheshire West and Chester (CWaC) Cllr Simon Eardley, Mike Jones (Secretary and joint Responsible Financial Officer (RFO)) 

Members of the public – Hassan Ali, Bob and Carol Davies, Mike Farwell, David Francis, Deborah Housley.

	Location & Details
	Capenhurst Village Hall 



Annual Meeting of Capenhurst & Ledsham Parish Council
Tuesday 5th May 2026
Minutes
1. Procedural matters
(a) Apologies. To receive apologies for absence. 
No apologies for absence were received.

(b) Declarations of interest.  For Councillors to declare any interests in matters on the agenda of the Annual General Meeting.
No declarations of interests were made.

(c) Approval of minutes of the Annual Meeting of the Council held on Tuesday 6th May 2025. 
RESOLVED: That the minutes of the Annual Meeting of Capenhurst and Ledsham Parish Council held on Tuesday 6th May 2025 be agreed as a trued record and signed by the Chair. 

(d) Chair’s Report. 
The Chair gave her report for the previous year, which included:
· recognition of the volunteering which Councillors do 
· changes in membership including the resignations of Councillors Mark Brassington and Tracey Royle, the welcoming of Phil Housley as a new Councillor
· clerk changes as Pippa Martin was welcomed but later left, and Mike Jones started
· Continued liaison with Urenco
· Planning matters including applications considered by the Planning Group 
· meetings and increased attendance by public including Saturday surgeries
· Networking and liaison with Cheshire West and Chester Council and other Parish Councils
· consultations with major schemes
· Website developments 
· notice boards updating
· thanks to the Vice Chair and RFO

(e) Responsible Finance Officer’s Report. 
>(asked for copy 0605) Cllr Foster – good year – precept same level. Tightened financial protocols with suggestions and advice from internal auditor. 
10 proposals: 1) remain with internal auditor John Henry @ JDH business services (Joyce seconded) 2) pay his invoice up to £500 (Francis second) 3) pay external auditor fees if needed up to £500 (Phil second), 4) pay for scribe accounts package – about £35 a month (Joyce), 5) continue to pay for website and individual email addresses (JD) 6) pay for insurance of 393.26 from 18 June (Joyce), 7) pay Diane Malley for payroll services 8) pay clerk with review as part of budget discussions (Joyce), 9) AGAR (Phil, agreed), 10) apply for exemption from external audit (agreed)

(f) Current Chair and Vice Chair stand down. 
Councillor Ann Clowes stood down as Chair and Councillor Tania Foster stood down as Vice Chair. 

The Clerk conducted the next item. 

(g) To elect a Chair for the year 2026/27. 
The Clerk invited nominations for the role of Chair.
Councillor Christine Pemberton nominated Councillor Ann Clowes. This was seconded by Councillor Joyce Tomlinson.
There were no other nominations.

RESOLVED: Councillor Ann Clowes be appointed Chair for the Civic Year 2026/2027. 

Councillor Ann Clowes resumed the role of Chair at the meeting.

(h) To elect a Vice-Chair for the year 2026/27.  
The Clerk invited nominations for the role of Vice Chair. 
Councillor Joyce Tomlinson nominated Councillor Tania Foster. This was seconded by Councillor Ann Clowes.
There were no other nominations.

RESOLVED: Councillor Tania Foster be appointed Vice Chair for the Civic Year 2026/2027. 

(i) Elect groups/areas of responsibility. Groups consider and discuss details on particular issues, so that the Council may make informed decisions and actions (previously planning group, events group, highways liaison, school liaison, police liaison). 

RESOLVED: That the following groups and responsibilities of Councillors be noted:
Planning Group – Councillors Phil Housley, Christine Pemberton, Joyce Tomlinson, Tania Foster, Ann Clowes. 
Events Group – Councillors Jamie Davies, Tania Foster and 4 members of the public – being Katy Oakley, Anne-Marie from Dunkirk Lane, Chloe Cotterell and Kirsty Ali
Highways and Litter Picking – Councillors Gareth Baker, Collette Francis
Schools - Councillor Pemberton
Police – Councillor Phil Housley 
Notice Boards – Councillor Pemberton

(j) Agreement of policies:

RESOLVED: That the following policies be agreed for 2026/2027:
1. Financial Regulations 2019 
2. Transparency Code 
3. Standing Orders 
4. Member code of conduct 
5. Risk Assessment 
6. Resilience Plan

(k) Date of next Annual Meeting – Tuesday 18th May 2027, at village hall

The meeting ended at 7.35 pm




	Date
	5th May 2026

	Time
	7.45pm

	Attendees
	Councillor (Cllr) Ann Clowes (Chair), Cllr Tania Foster (Vice Chair and joint Responsible Financial Officer), Cllr Gareth Baker, Cllr Jamie Davies, Cllr Colette Francis, Cllr Phil Housley, Cllr Christine Pemberton, Cllr Joyce Tomlinson.

Cheshire West and Chester (CWaC) Cllr Simon Eardley, Mike Jones (Secretary and joint Responsible Financial Officer (RFO)) 

Members of the public – Hassan Ali, Bob and Carol Davies, Mike Farwell, David Francis, Deborah Housley.

	Location & Details
	Capenhurst Village Hall 



Ordinary Meeting of the Parish Council
Minutes
	1
	Procedural Matters:
- Apologies for absence
It was noted that Tracey Royle had intended to be present but had given apologies as she was away.

- Communication – to note significant communications
It was noted that communications from the Peak Cluster proposed pipeline had been circulated.

- Declaration of Interest – for Members to declare interests in any matters on the agenda
It was noted that most Councillors would be affected by the peak Cluster scheme (item 9).

- Approval of minutes from Council meeting held on 3 March 2026

RESOLVED: That the minutes of the Council meeting held on 3 March 2026 be agreed as a true record and signed by the Chair.

- Matters arising from notes from the last meeting inc graffiti

The response from Network Rail concerning the graffiti on the railway bridge was noted, that as the graffiti is not offensive nor obscene they would not attend to clear it.
Cllr Simon Eardley had cleared the graffiti on the Capenhurst name sign.

- Resignations & vacancies inc Ledsham vacancy for decision
It was noted that there was a vacancy for a Ledsham Councillor following the resignation of Mark Brassinngton. Following advertisement of this vacancy, no candidates came forward which allowed for co-option by the Parish Council. Following further advertisement, one person applied which was ex-Councillor Tracey Royle. 

Members voted unanimously for her co-option to the Parish Council.

RESOLVED: That Tracey Royle be co-opted to fill the Ledsham Councillor post on the Parish Council. 

- Dates of Future Meetings & Locations for noting:
The dates for surgery and future meetings for 2026 were noted as:
6 June for surgery at village hall 
7 July 2026 at Urenco 
1 September 2026 at Urenco – with presentation from Urenco on emergency planning zone
3 November 2026 at Urenco

- Notice of any urgent AOB
Cllr Christine Pemberton asked to raise two issues:
1. Thefts in the village 
2. playing field 
Cllr Joyce Tomlinson asked to speak about Peak Cluster
Cllr Tania Foster asked to speak about Scottish Power and power cuts.
	AC


All



	2
	Visiting Officers:
CWaC Cllr Simon Eardley [FULL VERSION AWAITED]
Litter picking on 27 March
Cleaned graffiti on capenhurst sign
Called an EGM to bring motion to oppose peak cluster. Agreed. Decision to be taken by Sec of State in 2029.  We need to try and get best possible local outcome as we can despite this. Trying to get a public meeting arranged.
Ledsham Lane potholes continue to be a challenge. There is an intervention criteria to decide which is filled. 
Report issues on Council website
A550 and Ledsham Road junction issue correspondence will be circulated. Redrow says there will be alterations to junction. 
Saughall Pharmacy has new management so fully reopened
Capenhurst Lane sign – CWaC not interested or concerned
Planning – no update on Hayloft, Brookfield will go to planning committee. Laurels Farm likely to be called in. 
Member budget and planters – not spent. Got some quotes and will come back to Council. May offer more inc for community speedwatch group – I can provide money for speed gun. JOYCE HAS OLD ONE WHICH WILL NEED AT LEAST RECALIBRATING – HIGHWAYS AND POLICE LIAISON
Surgeries – willing to come along
Play meeting – will come along. 
Will be consideration of new housing in the area.  
	
SE

	3
	Update from Urenco
No one present from Urenco so this item was postponed to the next meeting. 

	LJ

	4
	Members Interest forms
Update on their submission and publication
The Clerk informed Members that all forms had been received. They would be added to the website and notified to CWaC, where the Monitoring Officer retained a copy. It was noted that they could be changed at any time and may be requested on a regular basis, at the least after an election.

The Clerk also informed Members that a further development of the website would be the addition of a short profile from each Councillor if they were willing. They would be contacted for this in the near future. 

	MJ

	5
	Members of the Public Speaking Time
Hassan Ali raised the issue of parking around Capenhurst CE Primary School around the start and end of the school day. The PCSO had been sent information. 
Councillor Phil Housley offered to check up with the PCSO and Councillor Christine Pemberton offered to check with the school.

[bookmark: _Int_l5RHeOTp]Mike Farwell updated the Council on the drainage issue around the Mill View farm area as discussed at the last meeting. There was one small section of drain left to be cleared which the Brough Council should tackle, which would enable Capenhurst to be linked via Powey Lane for first time in at least 40 years. Water levels had reduced considerably already and he feels that the previously waterlogged land had drained. 

	


JP

	6
	Planning:
- New Planning Applications 
Planning applications notified to the Parish Council had been shared with all Councillors and some had been considered by the Planning Group. It was noted that we now had access to the Gmail account which was no longer used, and some older applications had been discovered there and shared. 

- Planning group Report
The Group had met and would meet again to discuss the Laurels Farm application. 

	 All
TF

	7
	Finance: to note and discuss:
Councillor Tania Foster gave the financial report [FULL VERSION AWAITED] 

The bank balance stood at £18,864.12 following the receipt of the Precept and some funds which required spending. 
The first steps had been achieved in changing the bank signatories to remove Jo Pemberton 
Until Mike could access the Bank Account and Scribe, Councillor Tania Foster would continue to arrange bill payment. 

- Income received since the last meeting
The Precept of £5,500 had been received. 
There had also been a payment from CWaC of 3,576,72 for Community Infrastructure Levy from the Oakcroft development. It had to be used for specific purposes which were broadly:
a. the provision, improvement, replacement, operation or maintenance of infrastructure; or
b. anything else that is concerned with addressing the demands that development places on an area.
Infrastructure is defined as:
Social infrastructure: e.g. art and culture, sports halls, education, health, social care, emergency services, community centres, village halls
Physical infrastructure: e.g. pavements, cycleways, flood defences, highways, transport links
Green infrastructure: e.g. play areas, public open space, woodlands

- Payments made since the last meeting
£34.80 for accounting package
£54.08 for IT which will increase for an additional email for the new Councillor. 
There were invoices for training [DO WE HAVE AMOUNTS?].

- Proposed expenditure
The discretionary funding from (CWaC) Cllr Simon Eardley’s was to be spent on a new planter. 

	 TF


	8
	Members Information
To note that regular newsletters and relevant information were circulated to Councillors, including from ChALC (Cheshire Association of Local Councils), NALC (National Association of Local Councils) and training bodies.

	All

	9
	Members Speaking Time
- Councillors
Cllr Christine Pemberton raised two issues:
1. Thefts in the village, following two reported incidents including a bike stolen by 3 lads. The Village Hall shed had been interfered with too but not opened and the School shed was broken into. All were encouraged to be vigilant and inform the police of any incidents. 
2. Playing field access on Capenhurst Lane. There had been a recent football competition where a coach had parked on the pavement, obstructing both the pavement and road, and was accompanied by lots of cars. The access to the sports field was insufficient. Urenco had promised a new entrance but had not materialised. It was noted that Sport England had rejected access plans, and it was noted that Urenco own the sports field, with about 29-year lease by the sports club. 
The Clerk would write to the Sports and Social Club and Urenco to investigate an alternative entrance.

Cllr Joyce Tomlinson spoke about the Peak Cluster project. She and the Chair had attended a liaison meeting but with little practical responses, thought they noted that there would be restoration and agreements for any works. A report from the event was awaited and would be circulated. The pipeline had a 40-year lifespan and was due to import some CO2 as it would be the only place in Europe to store the CO2. The decision about the pipeline was due in 2029. There was a deadline of 8 May for objections. The Clerk would produce a basic letter for embellishment and sending.

Cllr Tania Foster raised the issue of Scottish Power. There had been a power cut in the village and an elderly disabled man had been stuck in an electrically powered rising chair. He had not been notified despite being on their priority list. She asked that Scottish Power be reminded of their responsibilities of notifications to the community, especially their priority list. The people are on priority list but are not notified. The Clerk would draft a letter. 

Cllr Phil Housley raised the issue of his lane in Ledsham village not being named which caused difficulties with postage. He suggested that the Parish Council investigate having it named, possibly after a pub which used to be on the site – the Blue Duck or Puddle Duck Lane. He would investigate.

- Visiting Members 
There were no additional items to raise.

	
                       

	16
	Meeting closes 8.38pm. 


	




